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have voted in support of H.R. 3092, H.R. 
2449, and S. 793. 

f 

THE FIRST RESPONDERS OF THE 
COLORADO FLOODS 

(Mr. GARDNER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. GARDNER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to thank the many first respond-
ers, National Guard, volunteers, and 
local leaders who have worked tire-
lessly, beginning in the middle of last 
week, in order to respond to the floods 
in Colorado. An area the size of Con-
necticut has been impacted by over 20 
inches of rain in certain areas of the 
State; 19,000 homes have been damaged 
or destroyed; and countless people have 
had their lives changed forever. 

But as is the case with all tragedies 
in Colorado and across this great coun-
try, we come together as a community, 
as neighbors to help one another in 
times such as these. We know in the 
months and years to come there will be 
great challenges, and there will be try-
ing times as we try to find answers for 
those families who lost so much. 

So, Mr. Speaker, we recognize those 
efforts, such as HelpColoradoNow.org, 
that are doing so much good for the 
people there. This has happened be-
fore—a great tragedy. We’ve come to-
gether, but we will rise up. We will be 
stronger because we are Colorado. 

f 

SUPPLEMENTAL NUTRITION 
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

(Ms. DUCKWORTH asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. DUCKWORTH. Mr. Speaker, sev-
eral weeks ago, we had a deeply par-
tisan debate about cuts to SNAP. The 
proposed cuts by the majority were 
then $20 billion—a number that many 
of my colleagues and I found unaccept-
able and rejected. The majority has 
now doubled these cuts to $40 billion a 
year—nine times the amount passed in 
a bipartisan vote in the Senate. They 
have abandoned all attempts at bipar-
tisanship and compromise to satisfy 
the unreasonable demands of the far 
right. 

Mr. Speaker, we should not be play-
ing politics with a program that means 
so much to American families. The $40 
billion in cuts will slash benefits to as 
many as 6 million Americans, includ-
ing 170,000 veterans. The average ben-
efit for SNAP is only $4.50 a day—just 
$1.50 a meal. 

As someone who benefited from food 
stamps when I was a teenager, I know 
what the safety net means. This ben-
efit is the difference between a child 
going to bed hungry or having the en-
ergy to focus on school. It is the safety 
net that allows low-income seniors to 
be able to both eat and afford medica-
tion. In my district, the poverty rate 
rose from 5.3 percent in 2000 to 9.2 per-
cent in 2011. We need to be finding ways 

to reduce poverty in our communities, 
not cutting programs that work, like 
SNAP. 

f 

ODD GUN POLICY 
(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, it 
seems the administration has finally 
made up its mind and will arm the Syr-
ian rebels. Never mind Syria is in the 
messy midst of a civil war. That in-
volvement is not in the national secu-
rity interest of the United States. 

The other rebel groups include for-
eign mercenaries, criminals, and, in 
my opinion, half are al Qaeda 
operatives. That includes al Qaeda 
from the state of Iraq and al-Nusra, an 
al Qaeda terrorist group. The last I 
heard, Mr. Speaker, the United States 
is at war with al Qaeda. 

There is no way our government can 
prevent the guns sent to Syria from 
getting into the hands of al Qaeda 
rebels. The administration constantly 
and conveniently goes out of its way to 
keep Americans from possessing fire-
arms, but it seems to be enthusiasti-
cally delighting in running guns into 
other countries—to groups like drug 
cartels in Mexico, rebel groups in 
Libya and al Qaeda in Syria. 

Odd gun policy, don’t you think, Mr. 
Speaker? 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

SAFE CLIMATE CAUCUS 
(Mr. WAXMAN asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Speaker, today, 
the Safe Climate Caucus held a re-
markable forum. It was the first time 
in Congress that individuals were in-
vited to talk about the personal hard-
ships they have experienced as a result 
of climate change. We heard from wit-
nesses from around the country. 

Matt Russell, an Iowa farmer, told us 
how his crops had been flooded by 
record rains. Hugh Fitzsimons, a Texas 
rancher, described how his herd was 
decimated by a record drought. Emily 
Dondero from Sonora, California, ex-
plained how the massive California 
Rim fire is devastating her community. 
Stephanie Kravitz, a New York home-
owner, talked about the devastation 
she suffered when Superstorm Sandy 
struck Long Island, New York, and 
Reverend Tyronne Edwards from Lou-
isiana spoke movingly of the damage 
inflicted on his community by enor-
mous hurricanes. 

For these Americans, climate change 
is already painfully real. They told us 
climate change is not a distant threat. 
As scientist Noah Diffenbaugh ex-
plained, it is already affecting families 
across the country. 

The witnesses ask that Congress stop 
denying the science. They want action, 
and I think it’s about time we start to 
listen. 

MEDICARE ORTHOTICS AND 
PROSTHETICS IMPROVEMENT ACT 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, when unlicensed and 
unaccredited providers are allowed to 
deliver prosthetic and orthotic services 
through Medicare, both Medicare bene-
ficiaries and the American taxpayers 
are shortchanged. 

Unfortunately, the orthotics and 
prosthetics market currently is prone 
to fraud and abuse, where substandard 
products and services are being fur-
nished to Medicare beneficiaries and 
other patients. Despite congressional 
mandates, not enough has been done to 
ensure that legitimate practitioners 
are providing these items and services. 

Moments ago, I, along with my col-
league MIKE THOMPSON of California, 
introduced the Medicare Orthotics and 
Prosthetics Improvement Act of 2013. 
This commonsense piece of legislation 
will protect Medicare beneficiaries by 
identifying and addressing fraudulent 
payments, and it will hold government 
accountable by reducing fraud and 
abuse within Medicare. 

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle to 
join us in this bipartisan effort by co-
sponsoring H.R. 3112, the Medicare 
Orthotics and Prosthetics Improve-
ment Act of 2013. 

f 

ANOTHER MASS SHOOTING IN THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. ‘‘I heard ‘pow, 
pow, pow.’ Then for a few seconds, it 
stopped and then ‘pow, pow, pow.’ I just 
started running.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, the sentiments of this 
newspaper fell upon me and many 
other Americans, the words again— 
‘‘another mass shooting in the United 
States of America.’’ 

Now, at the Naval Sea Systems Com-
mand—the naval command here in 
Washington, D.C.—and in coming from 
Texas, it reminded me of the horrific 
tragedy and terrorist act of Fort Hood. 
If you cannot call this terrorism, you 
could call it a domestic rampage, but 
what you could call it is a failing for 
what we in the United States Congress 
have not done, and that is to pass uni-
versal background checks and to focus 
on the mental health needs of those 
who are disturbed and might cause the 
havoc and the loss of life of so many 
that families today mourn. 

As we stand here today, the question 
becomes: How much longer will it take 
us to pass sensible gun legislation to 
stop this violence? 

I pray for those who have lost their 
lives, Mr. Speaker, and I ask this Con-
gress to act and to pass universal back-
ground checks and the stopping of 
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